riPlY-10-2005 15:43 F&HC R=ITENT DIUISION 5136278118 P. 05/12 

AppL No. 09/862.742 

Atty. Docket No. AA-473 

AiiidL dntod May 10, 2005 

Rc^y to Office Action of December 14» 2004 

CufiiMaer No. 2T752 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior vereioiis, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

L (Currently Amended) A method for recommending fabric care products, the 
method comprising the steps o£ 

under control of a first client system; 

collecting personali2ed consumer data pertaining to a consumer's febric care 
needs and habits; 

sending the data to a server system; 
under control of the server system; 

receiving the data £pom the first client system; 

based on the consumer's peiwnatized data pertaining to a consumer's fabric care 
needs and habits deliBrniining a recommendation for one or more fabric care 
products; and 

sending the recommendation to the first client system, a second client system or 
bothi 

wherein the fabric care prodncte are chosen from a dryer add ed sheet prftdnct or a 
fabric softener . 

2. (origmal) The method of Claim I, further cotx^msing the step of: 

under control of the first client system; 

receiving the recommendation for the one or more fabric care products. 

3. (original) The method of Claim 1, ^wiierein the consumer data is collected by the 
steps of: 
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pnder control of the first client system; 
displaying one or more queries; and 

in response to one or more actions by the consumer, sending answers to the one or 
more queries to a server system. 

4. (oiigmal) The method of Claim 1. wherein die consumer data includes febric care 
needs and habits of a consumer. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
under control of the server system; 

calculating a recommended quantity for each of die one or more febric care 
products recommended for purchase; and 

sending the recommended quantities with the purchase recommendalioii to the 
first client system, a second client system or both. 

6. (original) The method of Claim 5, finther comprising the step of: 

under control of the first client system; 

receiving the recommended quantities for each of the £d)ric care products 
recomm^ided for purchase. 

7. (origmal) The metiiod of Claim S, wherein the recommended quantity for each of 
the one or more &bric care products is selected fiom the group consisting of an 
individual dose, a predetennined muUiple of individual doses^ consumer selected 
multiples of individual doses and mixtures thereof. 

8. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the server system communicates with the 
first client system via the Internet 

9. (original) The method of Claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

under control of the first client system 



Pages of 9 



PAGE 6f12 ' RCVD AT 5/100005 3:28:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTOff XRF-110 « DN1S:8729306 ' CSID:51362/81 18 ' DURATION (min-ss):03-26 



riAY-10-2005 15:44 



FSJHC PATENT DIVISION 



5136278118 P. 07/12 



Appl. No. 0^/862,742 

At<y. Docket No. AA-473 

Amdt aated May 10, 2005 

Rqtly to Office Action of December 14, 2004 

Customer No* 27752 

with one or more actions by the consumer, one or more fehric care products are 
selected for purchase and a rcquest is sent to the server system to purchase the 
selected fibrio care products. 

1 0- (original) The method of Claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 
under control of the first client system 

selecting a purchase quantity for the fabric care products selected for purchase, 
wheiein the purchase can be different from the lecommended quantity; 
and 

sending a request to a server system to purchase the selected quantity of the 
selected fibric care products* 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (original) The method of Claim 9, wherein the fabric care products selected for 
ptudbase are identified, packaged and delivered to the consumer. 

13* (original^ The method of Claim 10, wherein the fabric care products selected for 
purchase are identified^ packaged and delivered to ^ consumer. 

14. (original) The method of Claim 12, wherein the &bric care products selected for 
purchase are dispensed directly to the consumer or they are dispensed to a fabric 
laundering or fabric drying apparatus under control of the consumer. 

15. (original) The metfiod of Claim 12, wherein a receipt identifying tlie fabric care 
products selected for purchase is issued to the consumer before the products are delivered 
to the consumer. 

16. (origmal) The method of Claim 13, wherein the fabric care products selected for 
purchase are dispensed diroctly to the consumer or they are dispensed to a &bric 
laundering or fabric drying apparatus under control of the consumer. 
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17. (origiiial) The method of Claim 13, wherein a receipt identifying the fabric care 
products selected for purchase is issued to the consumer before the products are delivered 
to the consumer* 

18. (original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the receipt con^>rises an electronic 
transmitter beacon, and wherein ttie location of the consumer can be deteamined 
electronically with the assistance of die electronic transmitter beacon, once the consumer 
is located^ ^e &bric care products can be delivered directly to the consumisr. 

19. (original) The method of Claim 17, wherein die receipt comprises an electronic 
transmitter beacon, and wherein the location of the consumer can be dotemiined 
electronically with the assistance of the electronic transmitter beacon, once the consumer 
is located, the &hric care products can be delivered directly to the consumer. 

20. (original) The method of Claim 1 wherein a pluiaUty of fiibric care products are 
reconunended for purchase and each of the recommended &bric care products have at 
least one common d)aracteristic» wherein die common characteristic is selected from the 
group consisting of perfume, product color, package coior^ and mixtures thereof. 

21« (original) The m^hod of Claim 1 wherein the personalized consumer data 
pertaining to a consumer's &bric care needs and habits is selected firom the group 
consisting of: the mimber, ages and gender of the people in the consumer*s household; 
the frequency with which &bric care processes are conducted by the consumer or by 
members of the consumer's household; the type and color of &brics that are cared for, 
and mixtures thereo£ 

22. (original) The method of Claim 1. wherein the server system comprises a 
customized web site having a user inter&ce, wherein the user interface includes 
consumer idratification data imique to each consumer who accesses the web site, and 
wherein the consumer identification data is stored in a data rq>ositoiy and is used to 
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create a unique consumCT profile corresponding to tbe consumer identification data for 
each consumer. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for recommending febric care products for 
pinchase or use, die method comprising the steps of: 
under control of an interactive user interface: 

collectiQg personalized consumer data pertaimng to a consumer's fehric care 
needs and habits; 

comparing the personalized data pertaining to a consumer's fobric care needs and 
habits to a data repository, wherein the data repository comprises febric care 
data selected from the group consisting of febiic care products, dosage 
r^ominendations, usage instructioiis, and mixtures thereof and 

preparing a &bric care recommendation 
wherein the fabric care prodncts are chosen from a drvcr added sheet orodnct OJLa 



24. (original) The method of Claim 23, wherein the interactive user interfiioe con^)rises 
a co0q>uter assembly cormccted to the data repository, a display device and an input 
device. 



25. (original) The method of Claim 23 wherein the fabric caio recommendation is 
displayed on the di^lay device. 

26. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for providing a febric softening [[care]] 
recommendation comprising: 

a data repository corr^rising febric care data selected from the group consisting of 
febric care products, dosage recommendations, usage instructions, and 
mixtures 

an input device for receiving user input from a consumer; and 
a computer assembly ooimected to the data rq>ository wherein die computer 
assembly comprises a CPU. 
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27, (original) The apparatus accoiding to Claim 26, further comprising a display for 
displaying the &bric care iiecoimnendatioiL 



28. (original) The ^paratus according to Claim 26, furflier comprising a computer 
readable storage medium containing compxiter executable instructions for the computer 
assembly. 

29, (original) The apparatus according to Claim 26, wherein the input device comprises 
a keypad, a hand operated pointing device, or a keyboard. 



30. (original) Tlie apparatus according 
associated with a user kiosk. 



in the input device is 



31. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 26, wherein the computer assembly is 
connected to a dispensing device for dispensing &bric care products to a consumer or to 
one or more fabric treatment machines. 



32. (original) The ^paratus according to Claim 26, wherein the fabric care 
recommendation comprises a list of fabric care products; and using the input device, a 
consumer selects for purchase &bric care products from the list; the M)ric care products 
are then dispensed to the consumer. 



33. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 26, wherein the &bric care 
recommendation comprises a list of &hric care products; and using tiie iiqput device, a 
consumer selects &bric care products from the list; the fibric care products are ti 
dispensed to the fabric treatment madiines. 



1 1 1 H I 



m 



34. (original) The c^paratus according to Clami 26, wherem the labnc care produci 
the data repositoxy are selected from the group consisting of laundry detergents, febric 
conditioning compositions, wrinkle removal compositions, bleaches, bleach activators. 



Page 7 of 9 



PAGE 10/12 ' RCVD AT mm 3:28:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-110 ' DNIS:8729306' CSID:5136278118 ' DURATION (inm-ss):03-26 



MAY" 10-2005 15:45 



F&HC PATENT DIUISICM 



5136278118 P. 11/12 



Appl No. 09/862,742 

Atty. Docket Mo. AA-473 

AxttdL dated May 10, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of December 14, 2004 

CostDinerNo. 277S2 

dye fixatives, stain removers, anti-static compositioiis, dryer added sheet products 
mixtures thereof . 



35. (oiigiiial) The apparatas according to Claim 3 1 , wherein the dispensing device 
dispenses an electronic transmitter beacon to the consumer before the febric (are products 
are dispensed, and wherein the location of the consumer can be determined electronically 
with the assistance of the electronic transmitter beacon, once the consumer is located, the 
fabric care products can be delivered dhrectly to the consumer. 

36. (original) The apparatus accordmg to Claim 26, wherein the consumer inputs 
peisonalized data pertaining to the consumer's fabric care needs and habits, wherein the 
data is selected from the groiq) consisting of: the number, ages and gender of the people 
In the consumer's household; the frequency with which febric care processes are 
conducted by the consumer or by members of the consumer's household; the type and 
color of &brics that are cared for; and mixtures thereof 

37. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 26, wherein the febric care 
leconmiendation comprises a list of one or more febric care products and dosages for the 
fabric care products, and wherein the febric care recommendation is prepared based on 
the personalized data supplied by the consumer. 
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